
[ tasting notes ]

The 2005 Loyal Hughes Cabernet Sauvignon has dark chocolate, mineral, nutmeg and 

blackberry aromas.  Layers of berry fruit & plum jam lead to a woodsy, earthy tree bark 

characters and fine grained integrated tannins.  A slightly drying fruit-oak finish leaves  

the lasting impression that this firmly structured, tightly wound behemoth will showcase 

Howell Mountain attributes to those with 3 to 5 years of patience. 

[ vineyards  & vintage]
■	 In 1984, Howell Mountain was the first sub-appellation or AVA recognized in the 	

	 Napa Valley.  This mountainous subzone requires the vineyards to be planted at a 1400 foot 	

	 elevation or higher.    
■	 Hughes Vineyard is located at 1,650 feet above sea level on the western rim of Bell Canyon 	

	 in the Howell Mountain AVA.  The soils are of volcanic origin, shallow and infertile, and 	

	 irrigation is often essential.  Small berries offer densely colored, concentrated wines.  	

	 Warm, dry days followed by cool nights, due to the higher elevation, help maintain the 	

	 fruit’s natural acidity and character.  
■	 2005 was a bountiful harvest, creating aromatic and flavorful wines due to the extremely long 	

	 growing and maturity seasons.  The resulting wines possess vivid aromas and fruitful flavors. 

[ winemaking ]

Hand-harvested grapes were sorted and de-stemmed into a small six-ton fermenting tank.   

The stemmed, predominantly whole berries were cold soaked prior to yeast inoculation.  The 

firm-postured Howell Mountain tannins were tamed by virtue of yeast selection, pumpover and 

press techniques.  Pressing was followed by barrel aging into 40% new oak barrels.  28 months  

of barrel aging and quarterly rackings clarified and mollified the wine.

blend: 

100% Cabernet Sauvignon

barrel aging:  

28 months in French oak 

(40% new)

alcohol:  

14.1%

total acidity:  

0.57 g /100mL

pH:  

3.95

case production:  

112

srp:  

$45

m i k e  mcgrath ,  w i n em a k er

“Napa” is a Native American word for plenty, and there could not be a more 

appropriate way to describe the complexity and flavor of Conn Creek wines. 

We achieve this by sourcing from prized vineyards in nearly all of Napa 

Valley’s renowned sub-appellations. While each AVA contributes different 

characteristics to the master blends, they also reveal a certain beauty on 

their own. Each year, we showcase four of the most distinctive appellation 

wines as part of our limited-production AVA Cabernet Sauvignon Series.
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AVA  SER I ES
Howell Mountain, Loyal Hughes Vineyard

2005 Napa Valley Cabernet Sauvignon 
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